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INTRODUCTION
This document is in two parts:Part 1 — FLOWERS is an interactive reference to some of the flora of Dirk
Hartog Island. Plants are arranged alphabetically within families. Hyperlinks
are provided for quick access to historical material found on-line. Attention is
drawn (in the green boxes below the species accounts) to some features which
may help identification or may interest the reader, but these are by no means
diagnostic. Where technical terms are used, these are explained in parenthesis.
The ultimate on-line authority on the Western Australian flora is FloraBase.
It provides the most up-to-date nomenclature, details of subspecies, flowering
periods and distribution maps. Please use this guide in conjunction with
FloraBase.
Part 2 — POSTS AND PLATES provides short historical accounts of
some the people involved in erecting and removing posts and plates on Dirk
Hartog Island between 1616 and 1907, and those who may have collected
plants on the island during their visit.
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REFERENCES

Flower Photos
The plants are presented in alphabetical order within plant families - this is
so that plants that are closely related to one another will be grouped together
on nearby pages. All of the family names and genus names are given at the top
of each page and are also listed in an index.
If you are using Adobe Reader to view the file, the index can be found in
Bookmarks - on a phone or tablet the bookmarks are at the top right of the
screen; on a PC the bookmarks are at the left hand side of the screen.
All flower photographs were taken by LB unless otherwise indicated.
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Carpobrotus rossii

Aizoaceae

Carpobrotus rossii (Karkalla, Native Pigface) was first collected on the island
by botanist Alex George in 1972. The genus Carpobrotus refers to its edible
fruits; while the species name rossii honours an English nurseryman, William
Ross of Stoke Newington. Aboriginal peoples used its berry as a food source
and the early explorers used the plant as a medicinal vegetable to treat scurvy.
This photograph was taken south of Withnell Point in September 2019.

Look for — flowers pink-white or red-purple.
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Ptilotus divaricatus

Amaranthaceae

Ptilotus divaricatus (Climbing Mulla Mulla) was first collected at Shark Bay
by Charles Gaudichaud-Beaupré, in September 1818 during the Freycinet
Expedition. The genus name Ptilotus means feathered or winged in reference
to the hairy flowers; while the species name divaricatus means spreading, in
reference to its climbing habit, sprawling across nearby bushes.
This photograph was taken east of Tetrodon Loop in September 2019. The
flowers are not fully out.

Look for — climbing plant.
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Ptilotus eremita

Amaranthaceae

Ptilotus eremita was first collected on the island by United States plant
collector, M.H. Manning, in 1967. The species name eremita means reclusive
or shy.
The plant is very similar to its sister species Ptilotus gaudichaudii, which
apparently does not occur on the island, although common on the mainland.
This photograph was taken close to the Eco Lodge in September 2019.

Look for — sepals 6-9 mm long; anthers less than 0.6 mm long.
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Ptilotus exaltatus

Amaranthaceae

Ptilotus exaltatus (Tall Mulla Mulla) was first collected on the island by
botanist Alex George in 1972. The species name exaltatus means tall, in reference
to the flower spikes.
This photograph was taken 3 or 4 km west of the Eco Lodge in September
2019.
Look for — plant to 1.2 m high.
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Ptilotus obovatus

Amaranthaceae

Ptilotus obovatus (Cotton Bush) was first collected at Shark Bay by Charles
Gaudichaud-Beaupré, in September 1818 during the Freycinet Expedition.
The species name obovatus refers to the shape of the leaf; i.e. obovate or shaped
like an egg attached at the pointed end.
Gaudichaud’s drawing of the plant can be found in his Voyage au tour du
monde: entrepris par ordre du roi etc., published in 1826.
This photograph was taken along the raceway in September 2019.

Look for — shrub to 1.4 m high
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Ptilotus villosiflorus

Amaranthaceae

Ptilotus villosiflorus was first collected by William Dampier in 1699, most
probably on the island. The species name villosiflorus means with softly hairy
flowers. It was illustrated in Leonard Plukenet’s Amaltheum Botanicum (in
centre of page, Fig 5), published in 1705.
Specimens collected on the island by Allan Cunningham in 1822, now held
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, can be viewed at http://www.kew.org/
herbcatimg/235952.jpg.
These photograph were taken at the base of the dunes near Tetrodon Loop
(left) and south of the Eco Lodge (right) in September 2019.
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Aphanopetalum clematideum

Aphanopetalaceae

Aphanopetalum clematideum was first collected on the island by botanist Alex
George in 1972. The genus name Aphanopetalum means with inconspicuous
flowers; while the species name clematideum means a climbing vine, like clematis.
It is the only species of this particular genus in Western Australia.
These photographs were taken about 1 km south of the Eco Lodge in
September 2019.
A specimen collected by botanist James Drummond between the Moore and
Murchison Rivers in 1853 and presently held at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew, can be viewed at http://www.kew.org/herbcatimg/114276.jpg.
Look for — climbing plant
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Cynanchum viminale

Apocynaceae

Cynanchum viminale (Caustic Bush) was first collected on the island by Alex
George in 1972. The genus name Cynanchum means dog-choker, supposedly
referring to these plants as dog-strangling vines. It is a leafless succulent plant.
The stems produce copious amounts of milky latex when broken. This may
cause burns if it comes in contact with the skin.
In some parts of Australia plant was used as a traditional medicine by the
Aboriginal people. These photographs were taken on the road between Louisa
Bay and Sandy Point in September 2019.
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Acanthocarpus preissii

Asparagaceae

Acanthocarpus preissii was probably the species collected on the island by
William Dampier in 1699 and illustrated in Leonard Plukenet’s Amaltheum
Botanicum, (at bottom, Fig 9) published in 1705.The genus name Acanthocarpus
refers to the spiny fruits; while the species was named after the German botanist
Ludwig Preiss who visited the Swan River colony between 1838 and 1842. The
plant has tiny white flowers in autumn. On Rottnest Island Quokkas Setonix
brachyurus are said to shelter in thickets of Acanthocarpus preissii during the
daytime. This photograph was taken about 1 km south of the Eco Lodge in
September 2019.
Look for — capsule with uncinate tubercles (hooked projections).
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Pembertonia latisquamea

Asteraceae

Pembertonia latisquamea (Shark Bay Daisy) was first collected on the island
by botanist Alex George in 1972. Prior to 2004, it was known as Brachyscome
latisquamea.
The genus name Pembertonia “commemorates Pemberton Walcott who
joined Francis Gregory’s expedition to the north-west coast of Australia in
1861”; while the species name latisquamea refers to the wide bracts surrounding
(beneath) the flower.
This plant is endemic to the Shark Bay area (i.e. found only in this area).
The photograph was taken near the Eco Lodge in September 2019.
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Podolepis aristata

Asteraceae

Podolepis aristata was first collected on the island, probably by Allan
Cunningham in 1822, during Phillip Parker King’s survey of the Australian
coastline. The genus name Podolepis means scaley foot, referring to the scaley
bracts beneath the flower head; while the species name aristata means spiny or
bristly, in reference to the tips of the bracts.
This photograph was taken north of Louisa Bay in September 2019.

Look for — bracts with aristate (very acute) tips.
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Rhodanthe condensata

Asteraceae

Rhodanthe condensata was first collected on the island by Alex George in
1972. The genus name Rhodanthe means with a rose-like flower; while the
species name condensata refers to the arrangement of the flower heads.
These photographs were taken about 1 km south of the Eco Lodge in
September 2019.
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Rhodanthe humboldtiana

Asteraceae

Rhodanthe humboldtiana was first collected at Shark Bay in 1818 by
Charles Gaudichaud-Beaupré, during the Freycinet Expedition. The species
humboldtiana was named by Gaudichaud in recognition of “the celebrated Alex. de
Humboldt”; i.e. the famous botanical geographer and explorer of the Americas,
Alexander von Humboldt.
This photograph was taken south of Sandy Point in September 2019.
Gaudichaud’s illustration of the plant can be found in his Voyage au tour du
monde: entrepris par ordre du roi etc., published in 1826.
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Roebuckiella cheilocarpa

Asteraceae

Roebuckiella cheilocarpa was first collected on the island by William Dampier
in 1699. A 1705 drawing of his plant can be viewed in Plukenet’s Amaltheum
Botanicum (at bottom right of page, Fig 10). The genus name Roebuckiella
commemorates Dampier’s ship, the Roebuck; while the species name cheilocarpa
refers to the tip of the fruit.
These photographs were taken about 1 km south of the Eco Lodge in
September 2019.
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Senecio pinnatifolius

Asteraceae

Senecio pinnatifolius was first collected on the island by Alex George in
1972. The genus name Senecio means old man, perhaps in reference to the fluffy
white seedheads looking like a white-bearded old man; while the species name
pinnatifolius means with pinnatifid leaves (i.e. divided as in a feather). This
photograph was taken about 1 km south of the Eco Lodge in September 2019.
An illustration of the plant (as S. capillifolius) published in The botany of the
Antarctic voyage of H.M. discovery ships Erebus and Terror (1860) can be found
at http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/90337#page/556/mode/1up.
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Trichanthodium scarlettianum

Asteraceae

Trichanthodium scarlettianum was first collected on the island by botanist
Alex George in 1972. The species name scarlettianum was given in honour of
Neville Scarlett of Latrobe University.
This photograph was taken south of Sandy Point in September 2019.

Look for — leaves tomentose (hairy).
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Waitzia podolepis

Asteraceae

Waitzia podolepis was first collected on the island by Charles GaudichaudBeaupré in 1818, during the Freycinet Expedition. The genus name Waitzia
honours botanist Karl Friedrich Waitz; while the species name podolepis means
with a scaly foot, probably in reference to the bracts beneath the flower.
This photograph was taken north of Louisa Bay in September 2019.
Gaudichaud’s illustration of the plant can be viewed in Voyage autour du monde:
entrepris par ordre du roi et., published in 1826.
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Halgania littoralis

Boraginaceae

Halgania littoralis was first collected on the island in 1818 by Charles
Gaudichaud-Beaupré, during the Freycinet Expedition. The genus was named
after Emmanuel Halgan, a vice-admiral in the French navy; while the species
name littoralis means growing by the sea or coastal. Specimens collected by
Allan Cunningham on the island, held at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, can
be viewed at http://www.kew.org/herbcatimg/402432.jpg.
This photograph was taken near Louisa Bay in September 2019.
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Lepidium linifolium

Brassicaceae

Lepidium linifolium was first collected on or near the island in 1818 by
Charles Gaudichaud-Beaupré, during the Freycinet Expedition. The genus
name Lepidium means with small scales; while the species name linifolium
means with leaves like the genus Linum.
These photographs were taken north of Withnell Point in September 2019.
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Lobelia heterophylla

Campanulaceae

Photo: Colin Pyman

Lobelia heterophylla was first collected on the island by Robert Prince in
1980. The genus Lobelia was named after Matthias de l’Obel, a Flemish botanist
and physician to James I of England. The species name heterophylla means with
variously shaped leaves.
This photograph was taken south of Withnell Point in September 2018. A
painting of the plant in Paxton’s Magazine of Botany (1839) can be viewed at
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/188388#page/284/mode/1up.
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Salsola australis

Chenopodiaceae

Salsola australis (Roly Poly) is found throughout Western Australia. It was
first collected on the island in 1818 by Charles Gaudichaud-Beaupré during the
Freycinet Expedition. The genus name Salsola means salty; while the species
name australis means southern or Australian.
When the vegetation dies off at the end of summer the whole plant can
break away from the ground and roll away, with several plants often banking
up in confined spots, hence the common name Roly Poly.
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Duperreya sericea

Convolvulaceae

Duperreya sericea was first collected at Shark Bay by Charles GaudichaudBeaupré in September 1818 during the Freycinet Expedition. The genus
Duperreya was named after Louis-Isidore Duperrey, a naval officer on the
expedition, who had helped Gaudichaud to collect plants. The species name
sericea means silky, apparently in reference to the silky hairs on the leaves.
Gaudichaud’s illustration of the plant can be found in his Voyage autour du
monde: entrepris par ordre du roi etc., published in 1826.
This vine forms a tangled mass as it clambers over adjacent vegetation,
providing some ground-dwelling birds with appropriate cover in which to hide
their nests. The photograph was taken north of Withnell Point In September
2019.
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Acacia ligulata

Fabaceae

Acacia ligulata (Sandhill Wattle, Umbrella Bush) was first collected on the
island by William Dampier in 1699. A 1705 drawing of his plant can be viewed
in Plukenet’s Amaltheum Botanicum (at bottom left of page, Fig 7). The genus
name Acacia is of ancient origin and its meaning is not known; while the species
name ligulata means strap-like in reference to the leaves.
A specimen collected on Dirk Hartog Island by Allan Cunningham in
1822, presently held at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew can be viewed at
http://www.kew.org/herbcatimg/379412.jpg. This photograph was taken in
September 2019.
Look for — thick fleshy leaves, gland at tip of leaf; long thin pods.
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Bossiaea spinescens

Fabaceae

Bossiaea spinescens was first collected on the island by botanist Alex George
in 1972. The genus name Bossiaea was given in honour of Joseph de Bossieu
la Martinere, who was a botanist and biologist on the ill-fated expedition
commanded by Lapérouse, which vanished after visiting Sydney in 1788. The
species name spinescens refers to its sharp spines at the end of the branchlets.
These photographs were taken along the road to the Blowholes in September
2019.
Look for — leaves obovate (egg shaped).
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Chorizema racemosum

Fabaceae

Chorizema racemosum was first collected on the island by Alex George in
1972. The genus name Chorizema refers to the divided stamens; while the
species name racemosum refers to the flowers in racemes ( i.e. flowers clustered
toward the end of the stem, with those at the base developing first).
This photograph was taken south of Withnell Point in September 2019.

Look for — stems hairy; leaves 7-14 mm long and 0.8-1.8 mm wide, with
recurved margins.
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Lotus australis

Fabaceae

Lotus australis (Austral Trefoil) was collected, most probably on the island,
by William Dampier in 1699. The genus name Lotus refers to a legume, which
bears no relation to the Indian Lotus Nelumbo nucifera. The species name
australis means southern or Australian.
These little pink peas are quite common on the island and we found them
along most of the roads. This photograph was taken along the road to the
Blowholes in September 2019.
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Swainsona sp.

Fabaceae

Swainsona sp. — botanist Alex George collected six different species of
Swainsona on the island in 1972. They are very difficult to differentiate.
We found this one in three different colour forms, purple, pink and white.
The photograph was taken on the clifftop at Herald Heights at sunset in
September 2019. The leaves and stems were very hairy.
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Frankenia cinerea

Frankeniaceae

Frankenia cinerea was first collected on the island by Charles GaudichaudBeaupré in 1818 during the Freycinet Expedition. The genus Frankenia was
named after Johann Franke, a 17th century professor of botany and anatomy at
Uppsala, Sweden; while the species name cinerea means grey-coloured, referring
to the overall appearance of the plant.
One of Gaudichaud’s actual specimens, now held at the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew can be viewed at http://www.kew.org/herbcatimg/274455.jpg.

Look for — leaves sessile (without a stalk), or almost so.
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Lechenaultia linarioides

Goodeniaceae

Lechenaultia linarioides (Yellow Leschenaultia) was first collected on or
near the island by Charles Gaudichaud-Beaupré in September 1818 during
the Freycinet Expedition. The genus name Lechenaultia is after Jean-Baptiste
Claude Théodore Leschenault de La Tour (in this case spelled without the letter
s because Robert Brown used a latinized form of Leschenault’s name when he
described the genus). Leschenault was a French botanist with the 1801-1803
Baudin expedition to Australia. The species name linarioides refers to leaves
being like those of the genus Linaria (a Northern Hemisphere plant).
This photograph was taken north of Withnell Point in September 2019.
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Scaevola crassifolia

Goodeniaceae

Scaevola crassifolia (Thick-leaved Fanflower) was first collected on the island
by botanist Alex George in 1972. The genus name Scaevola means left-handed,
in reference to the asymmetry of the flower. Apparently, a certain Gaius Mucius
Scaevola was a legendary assassin said to have burnt his right hand away as
a show of bravery — hence he was left-handed. The species name crassifolia
means with thick leaves.
This photograph was taken in front of the Eco Lodge in September 2019.

Look for — plant to 1.5 m high, glabrous; leaves mostly dentate, thick,
1.5-8 cm long, 3-43 mm wide; corolla (flower) 8-11 mm long.
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Scaevola spinescens

Goodeniaceae

Scaevola spinescens (Currant Bush) was first collected on the island by Alex
George in 1972. The meaning of the species name spinescens is self-evident to
anyone who brushes against the bush.
The plant produces dark purplish fleshy fruits, hence the common name
Currant Bush.
This photograph was taken on the clifftop at Cape Inscription in September
2019.

Look for — leaves 6-40 mm long and 1-8 mm wide.
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Scaevola tomentosa

Goodeniaceae

Scaevola tomentosa (Raggedleaf Fanflower) was first collected at Shark Bay
by Charles Gaudichaud-Beaupré in 1818 during the Freycinet Expedition. The
species name tomentosa means felted (covered with short hairs felted together)
in reference to both the flowers and the leaves.
This photograph was taken about 1 km south of the Eco Lodge in September
2019.
Gaudichaud’s illustration of the plant can be found in his Voyage autour du
monde: entrepris par ordre du roi etc., published in 1826.

Look for — hairy leaves and flowers.
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Dianella revoluta

Hemerocallidaceae

Dianella revoluta (Blueberry Lily) was first collected on the island by Charles
Gaudichaud-Beaupré in 1818 during the Freycinet Expedition. The genus
name Dianella is derived from the name of the Roman goddess Diana; while
the species name revoluta refers to the leaves which have revolute (turned-in)
margins.
In eastern Australia the Aborigines split the leaves down the middle and
rolled them to make string, and the blue berries were either eaten or made into
a dye. This photograph was taken on the clifftop above Turtle Bay in September
2019.
Look for — fruit a blue berry.
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Conostylis stylidioides

Haemodoraceae

Conostylis stylidioides was first collected on the island by William Dampier
in 1699. His drawing of the plant can be found in his book Voyage to New
Holland published in 1703 (at top left of page).
The genus name Conostylis refers to the shape of the style; while the species
name stylidioides supposedly means like a stylidium.
This photograph was taken north of Sandy Point in September 2019.
Specimens collected by Augustus Oldfield in the 1860s at the Murchison, now
held in the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, can be viewed at http://www.kew.
org/herbcatimg/444597.jpg.
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Dicrastylis maritima

Lamiaceae

Dicrastylis maritima was first collected on the island by United States plant
collector, M.H. Manning, in 1967. The genus name Dicrastylis means with a
forked style; while the species name maritima means coastal.
This photograph shows the plant in bud - when fully in flower it has heads
of tiny white flowers. It was taken about 1 km south of the Eco Lodge in
September 2019.
The plant is similar to Dicrastylis fulva which grows from the Billabong
south to Morawa. The latter has longer hairs on the buds.
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Quoya atriplicina

Lamiaceae

Quoya atriplicina was first collected on the island by Allan Cunningham
during Phillip Parker King’s survey of the Australian coastline. The genus
name Quoya is after the French naturalist and zoologist Jean René Quoy who
was on the Uranie in 1818 with Charles Gaudichaud-Beaupré. On 24 January
1822, Cunningham described the plant as “ferruginously scurfy” or covered with
rust-coloured dry scales or flakes, “corolla hoary-tomentose on both sides; a shrubby
plant growing in societies of its own species”.
This photograph was taken about 10 km north of Sandy Point in September
2019.
Look for — flower hairy, both inside and out.
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Quoya cuneata

Lamiaceae

Quoya cuneata was first collected at Shark Bay by Charles GaudichaudBeaupré in 1818 during the Freycinet Expedition. The species name cuneata
means wedge-shaped in reference to the leaf. Gaudichaud’s illustration of the
plant can be found in his Voyage autour du monde: entrepris par ordre du roi
etc., published in 1826.
Botanist Alex George collected both Qouya atriplicina and Q. cuneata on the
island in 1972. These photographs of Q. cuneata were taken on the mainland,
about 25 km south of the Overlander in September 2019.

Look for — stems, leaves and flowers hairy.
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Westringia dampieri

Lamiaceae

Westringia dampieri was first collected at the northern end of the island
by Allan Cunningham in 1822 during Phillip Parker King’s survey of the
Australian coastline. The genus Westringia was named after a Swedish naturalist
Johan Peter Westring, while the species name honours William Dampier.
Cunningham’s specimen, now held at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, can
be viewed at http://www.kew.org/herbcatimg/666383.jpg. This photograph
was taken near Louisa Bay in September 2019. The species is similar to the
more inland Westringia rigida but has much softer foliage and longer leaves.
Look for — leaves 10-34 mm long and 1-2 mm wide.
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Logania litoralis

Loganiaceae

Logania litoralis was first collected on the island by botanist Alex George
in 1972. The genus Logania was named after James Logan, an Irish-American
botanist; while the species name litoralis means by the sea or coastal.
This photograph was taken just east of Tetrodon Loop in September 2019.

Look for — stamens inserted in middle of tube.
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Alyogyne cuneiformis

Malvaceae

Alyogyne cuneiformis (Coastal Hibiscus) was first collected on the island
by Allan Cunningham in 1822 during Phillip Parker King’s survey of the
Australian coastline. The genus name Alyogyne refers to the undivided style;
while the species name cuneiformis refers to the wedge-shaped leaf.
A specimen collected on the island by botanist William Milne during
the 1858 visit of Henry Mangles Denham in HMS Herald, now held at
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, can be viewed at http://www.kew.org/
herbcatimg/291694.jpg.
This photograph was taken about 4 km north-west of the Eco Lodge in
September 2019.
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Alyogyne pinoniana

Malvaceae

Alyogyne pinoniana (Sand Hibiscus) was first collected at Shark Bay in 1818
by Charles Gaudichaud-Beaupré during the Freycinet Expedition. The species
name pinoniana honours Rose de Freycinet, Louis de Freycinet’s wife, who
was also on the expedition (unofficially). Her maiden name was Rose Pinon.
Gaudichaud’s illustration of the plant can be found in his Voyage autour du
monde: entrepris par ordre du roi etc., published in 1826. This photograph was
taken toward the northern end of the island in September 2019.

Look for — leaves densely hairy, 25-35 mm long and 10-25 mm wide.
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Sida calyxhymenia

Malvaceae

Sida calyxhymenia (Tall Sida) was first collected on the island by William
Dampier in 1699. The species name calyxhymenia refers to the membranous
calyces (sepals).
Dampier’s drawing of the plant can be found in his book Voyage to New
Holland etc. in 1699. (It is the plant at the top right hand corner of the page).
This photograph was taken close to the Eco Lodge in September 2019.

Look for — leaves 15-50 mm long and 5-20 mm across; petals 5-15 mm
long, broad at apex.
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Calandrinia polyandra

Montiaceae

Calandrinia polyandra (Parakeelya) was first collected on the island probably
by William Dampier in 1699. The genus Calandrinia was named after an 18th
century Swiss botanist and mathematician Jean-Louis Calandrini; while the
species name polyandra means with many stamens.
Each flower lasts only for a single day and they usually come out only on
sunny days. This photograph was taken near the Eco Lodge in September 2019.

Look for — more than 20 stamens.
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Beaufortia sprengelioides

Myrtaceae

Beaufortia sprengelioides (Shark Bay Beaufortia) was first collected on the
island by William Dampier in 1699. The genus Beaufortia was named for
gardener and botanist Mary Somerset, Duchess of Beaufort; while the species
name sprengelioides means like the genus Sprengelia. Dampier’s drawing of the
plant can be found in his book Voyage to New Holland etc. in 1699. (It is the
plant at the bottom right hand corner of the page).
This photograph was taken near Withnell Point in September 2019.
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Calytrix strigosa

Myrtaceae

Calytrix strigosa was first collected by Allan Cunningham in 1822 during
Phillip Parker King’s survey of the Australian coastline. The genus name Calytrix
refers to the long fine calyx tips; while the species name strigosa refers to the
bristly hairs on the calyces. The species was new to Cunningham who described
it as “a slender shrubby plant, 18 inches high, growing in small tufts”.
This photograph was taken north of Sandy Point in September 2019.
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Melaleuca huegelii

Myrtaceae

Melaleuca huegelii (Chenille Honeymyrtle) was first collected on the island
by Alex George in 1972. The genus name Melaleuca means both dark and white,
referring to the first sightings of a melaleuca which apparently had black trunks
and white branches. The species was named after Austrian nobleman Baron
Charles von Hügel who visited the Swan River colony in 1833-1834. There
are two subspecies, of which one - pristicensis - grows on Dirk Hartog Island.
The word pristicensis, meaning shark, refers to Shark Bay.
This photograph (of Melaleuca huegelii subsp. pristicensis) was taken on the
clifftop at Cape Inscription in September 2019.
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Thryptomene dampieri

Myrtaceae

Thryptomene dampieri was first collected on the island by William Dampier
in 1699. The genus name Thryptomene means shy or small; while the species is
named after Dampier. It was previously called Thryptomene baeckeacea. A 1705
drawing of Dampier’s plant can be viewed in Plukenet’s Amaltheum Botanicum
(at centre left of page, Fig 4).
The type specimen of the plant, collected south of Denham, and held at
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, can be viewed at http://www.kew.org/
herbcatimg/897707.jpg.
This photograph was taken along the road to the Blowholes in September
2019.
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Commicarpus australis

Nyctaginaceae

Commicarpus australis (Perennial Tar Vine) was first collected on the island
by botanist Alex George in 1972. The genus name Commicarpus refers to its
gummy fruits; while the species name australis means southern or Australian.
This photograph was taken at the old yards along the raceway in September
2019.
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Nitraria billardierei

Nitrariaceae

Nitraria billardierei (Nitre Bush) was seen by William Dampier on Dirk
Hartog Island in 1699. Dampier referred to it as “a large sort of Sampier, which
bears a white flower” (see George, 1999). The genus name Nitraria refers to the
saline habitats in which it is found; while the species billardierei was named
after French botanist Jacques Labillardière who visited Western Australia’s
southern coastline in 1792.
This photograph (of a very large 3m high bush just west of the Eco Lodge)
was taken in September 2019. The plant develops edible red berries after
flowering, said to taste like salty grapes.
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Jasminum calcareum

Oleaceae

Jasminum calcareum (Poison Creeper) was first collected on the island by Alex
George in 1972. The species name calcareum refers to the plant’s preference for
limestone habitats.
The plant is a climber or twiner, growing over and through nearby shrubbery.
This photograph was taken about 1 km south of the Eco Lodge in September
2019.
Specimens collected by Augustus Oldfield at Champion Bay (Geraldton)
in the 1860s, now held at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, can be viewed at
http://www.kew.org/herbcatimg/508967.jpg.
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Clematis linearifolia

Ranunculaceae

Clematis linearifolia was first collected on the island by botanist Alex George
in 1972. The genus name Clematis comes from the Greek, meaning vine-branch;
while the species name linearifolia refers to the narrow leaves, when compared
to those of the more common Clematis pubescens. Dirk Hartog Island is the
most northerly point at which C. linearifolia is found.
An illustration of the plant published in The Botany of the Antarctic voyage
of H.M. discovery ships Erebus and Terror (1860) can be found at http://www.
biodiversitylibrary.org/item/90337#page/493/mode/1up.
This photograph was taken at the old yards along the raceway in September
2019.
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Diplolaena grandiflora

Rutaceae

Diplolaena grandiflora (Tamala Rose) was first collected on the island by
William Dampier in 1699. Dampier’s drawing of the plant can be found in his
Voyage to New Holland etc. in 1699 (fig. 3). Allan Cunningham also collected
this plant on the island in January 1822 but it was “past the flowering state”.
The genus name Diplolaena means with a double cloak, in reference to the
two rows of bracts beneath the flower; while the species name grandiflora means
large flowered. This photograph was taken along the foreshore to the east of
the Eco Lodge in September 2019.
A specimen collected at Shark Bay by Nicholas Baudin in 1801, now held
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, can be viewed at http://www.kew.org/
herbcatimg/321563.jpg.
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Exocarpos aphyllus

Santalaceae

Exocarpos aphyllus (Leafless Ballart) was first collected on the island by
botanist Alex George in 1972. The genus name Exocarpos (literally “outside the
fruit”) refers to the way in which the flower stalk colours and swells beneath the
nut as a way of attracting birds and other animals. The species name aphyllus
means without leaves.
This photograph was taken at the top of the hill behind the Eco Lodge in
September 2019.
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Alectryon oleifolius

Sapindaceae

Alectryon oleifolius (Bullock Bush, Minga Bush) was first collected on
the island by botanist Allan Cunningham in 1822 during Phillip Parker
King’s survey of the Australian coastline. On 24 January 1822, Cunningham,
accompanied by John Septimus Roe, walked across the northern end of the
island from Cape Inscription to Cape Levillain. Toward the end of their walk
“difficult thickets now presented themselves to us in which the shrub (Alectryon
oleifolius) form’d into dense hedges totally resisting all attempts to pass thro’ them.”
The genus name Alectryon apparently means rooster, although I don’t know
what the significance is. The species name oleifolius means with leave like an
olive tree. The photographs were taken about 1 km south of the Eco Lodge in
September 2019.
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Eremophila clarkei

Scrophulariaceae

Eremophila clarkei (Turpentine Bush) was first collected on the island by
botanist Alex George in 1972. The genus name Eremophila means desert loving;
while the species clarkei was named after William Clarke of Hampden (Lake
Preston area), a farmer who had assisted the collector Augustus Oldfield when
he visited Western Australia in the 1850s.
This photograph was taken north of Sandy Point in September 2019.
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Eremophila glabra

Scrophulariaceae

Eremophila glabra (Tar Bush) was first collected on the island by Alex George
in 1972. The species name glabra means smooth or without hairs. The plant
is very common on the mainland. There are numerous subspecies, of which at
least four have been collected on the island.
This photograph was taken near Sandy Point in September 2019.
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Myoporum insulare

Scrophulariaceae

Myoporum insulare (Blueberry Tree) was first collected on the island probably
by William Dampier in 1699. The genus name Myoporum means closed pores,
in reference to the tubercle-like spots on the leaves, flowers and fruit; while
the species name insulare refers to the island habitats in which it grows. As
the common name Blueberry Tree implies, the plant produces blue-black or
purplish fruit.
These photographs were taken near the Eco Lodge in September 2019.

Look for — green fruit turning to purplish-black.

Home

57

Solanum orbiculatum

Solanaceae

Solanum orbiculatum (Bush Tomato) was first collected on the island by
William Dampier in 1699. The genus name Solanum was first used by Pliny
the Elder (23–79) and relates to the plant’s preference for sunny situations. The
species name orbiculatum refers to the globular fruits.
Dampier’s drawing of the plant can be found in his book Voyage to New
Holland etc. in 1699. (It is the plant at the bottom left hand corner of the page).
This photograph was taken about 3 km west of the Eco Lodge in September
2019.
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Pimelea microcephala

Thymelaeaceae

Pimelea microcephala (Shrubby Riceflower) was first collected on the island
by botanist Alex George in 1972. The genus name Pimelea refers to the oily
seeds of the genus; while the species name microcephala refers to the small
flowerhead. The plant is dioecious, meaning that it has male and female flowers
on different plants.
This photograph was taken east of Tetrodon Loop in September 2019.
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Bird List

for Dirk Hartog Island and surrounding waters
Compiled by Michael Brooker
Sources include Storr (Birds of the Gascoyne Region, Western Australia,
1985), and the two handbooks of Johnstone and Storr (Western Australian
Birds, 1998, 2004).
Phasianidae - pheasants and quails
		 Coturnix pectoralis 				 Stubble Quail							
Anatidae - ducks, geese and swans
		 Tadorna tadornoides			 Australian Shelduck						
		Anas gracilis 					Grey Teal						
Columbidae - pigeons and doves
		 Spilopelia senegalensis 			 Laughing Dove					
		 Phaps chalcoptera 				 Common Bronzewing		
Eurostopodidae - eared nightjars
		 Eurostopodus argus 				 Spotted Nightjar				
Cuculidae - cuckoos
		Chalcites basalis 				Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo
		 Heteroscenes pallidus			 Pallid Cuckoo					
Otididae - bustards
		 Ardeotis australis 				
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Procellariidae - petrels and shearwaters
		 Ardenna pacifica 				 Wedge-tailed Shearwater		
Ardeidae - herons, egrets and bitterns
		 Egretta novaehollandiae 		 White-faced Heron				
		 Egretta sacra 					Eastern Reef Egret			
Pelicanidae - pelicans
		 Pelecanus conspicillatus 			

Australian Pelican				

Phalacrocoracidae - cormorants and shags
		 Phalacrocorax varius 			 Great Pied Cormorant		
Burhinidae - stone-curlews
		 Burhinus grallarius 			

Bush Stone-curlew

		

Haematopodidae - oystercatchers
		 Haematopus longirostris 		 Australian Pied Oystercatcher			
		Haematopus fuliginosus 		 Sooty Oystercatcher			
Recurvirostridae - stilts and avocets
		 Himantopus leucocephalus 		 Pied Stilt						
Charadriidae - plovers, dotterels and lapwings
		 Pluvialis squatarola 			 Grey Plover						
		 Charadrius ruficapillus 			 Red-capped Plover			
		 Charadrius leschenaultii		 Greater Sand Plover					
		Vanellus tricolor 				Banded Lapwing					
		 Peltohyas australis				Inland Dotterel				
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Scolopacidae - snipes, sandpipers, godwits, curlew, etc
		 Numenius phaeopus 			 Whimbrel						
		 Numenius madagascariensis Far Eastern Curlew				
		 Limosa lapponica 				 Bar-tailed Godwit					
		 Arenaria interpres 				 Ruddy Turnstone					
		 Calidris canutus 				 Red Knot							
		 Calidris acuminata 			 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper			
		 Calidris ruficollis 				 Red-necked Stint					
		 Actitis hypoleucos 				 Common Sandpiper				
		 Tringa brevipes					Grey-tailed Tattler			
		 Tringa nebularia 				 Common Greenshank		
Turnicidae - button-quails
		 Turnix varius 					Painted Button-quail			
Laridae - gulls, terns and noddies
		 Larus novaehollandiae 			 Silver Gull							
		 Larus pacificus 					Pacific Gull						
		 Onychoprion anaethetus 		 Bridled Tern							
		Sternula nereis 					Fairy Tern							
		 Hydroprogne caspia 			 Caspian Tern						
		 Sterna dougallii 				 Roseate Tern						
		 Thalasseus bergii 				 Greater Crested Tern			
Strigidae - hawk-owls
		 Ninox boobook					Southern Boobook
Pandionidae - ospreys
		Pandion haliaetus 				Osprey
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Accipitridae - eagles, kites and goshawks
		 Aquila audax 					Wedge-tailed Eagle		
		 Hieraaetus morphnoides 		 Little Eagle		
		 Circus assimilis 				Spotted Harrier		
		 Accipiter fasciatus				Brown Goshawk
		 Accipiter cirrocephalus 			 Collared Sparrowhawk		
		 Haliaeetus leucogaster 			 White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Alcedinidae - kingfishers
		 Todiramphus sanctus 			

Sacred Kingfisher

Falconidae - falcons
		 Falco cenchroides 				Nankeen Kestrel		
		 Falco longipennis 				Australian Hobby		
		 Falco berigora 				Brown Falcon
Cacatuidae - cockatoos and corellas
		 Nymphicus hollandicus 			Cockatiel		
		 Eolophus roseicapilla 			Galah
Psittacidae - parrots, lorikeets and rosellas
		 Neophema petrophila 			Rock Parrot		
		 Melopsittacus undulatus 		 Budgerigar
Maluridae - fairy-wrens, emu-wrens and grasswrens
		 Malurus lamberti 				Variegated Fairy-wren		
		 Malurus leucopterus 			 White-winged Fairy-wren		
		 Stipiturus malachurus 			Southern Emu-wren
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Meliphagidae - honeyeaters and chats
		 Lichmera indistincta 		Brown Honeyeater		
		 Epthianura tricolor 			Crimson Chat		
		 Epthianura albifrons 			White-fronted Chat		
		 Acanthagenys rufogularis
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater		
		 Gavicalis virescens 				Singing Honeyeater
Acanthizidae - thornbills and gerygones
		 Calamanthus campestris 		 Rufous Fieldwren		
		Sericornis frontalis				White-browed Scrubwren
Oreoicidae - Australian bellbirds
		 Oreoica gutturalis				Crested Bellbird
Campephagidae - cuckoo-shrikes and trillers
		 Coracina novaehollandiae 		 Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Artamidae - woodswallows, currawongs, butcherbirds and magpies
		 Cracticus torquatus 				Grey Butcherbird		
		 Artamus cinereus 				Black-faced Woodswallow		
		 Artamus minor 				Little Woodswallow
Rhipiduridae - fantails
		 Rhipidura leucophrys 			Willie Wagtail
Monarchidae - monarchs and flycatchers
		 Grallina cyanoleuca 			 Magpie-lark
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Corvidae - crows and ravens
		Corvus bennetti				Little Crow
Petroicidae - Australian robins
		 Petroica goodenovii 			 Red-capped Robin		
		Melanodryas cucullata			Hooded Robin
Locustellidae - grassbirds
		 Cincloramphus cruralis 			

Brown Songlark

Hirundinidae - swallows and martins
		 Cheramoeca leucosterna 		 White-backed Swallow		
		 Petrochelidon nigricans 			Tree Martin		
		 Hirundo neoxena 				Welcome Swallow
Zosteropidae - true babblers
		 Zosterops lateralis 				Silvereye
Dicaeidae - flowerpeckers
		 Dicaeum hirundinaceum

Mistletoebird		

Estrildidae - weaver finches
		 Taeniopygia castanotis 			

Zebra Finch

Motacillidae - pipits and wagtails
		 Anthus novaeseelandiae 		 Australasian Pipit
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POSTS AND PLATES

TIMELINE
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TIMELINE
In the beginning

the Malgana language group of the Yamaji people 		
occupied the land of the Shark Bay area, including 		
Wirruwana (Dirk Hartog Island). The last known fluent
speakers of Malgana died in the 1990s.

1616

Dirk Hartog landed on the island and left a plate nailed
to a post, wedged into a crevice in the clifftop.

1697

Willem Hesselsz de Vlamingh landed, removed Dirk		
Hartog’s plate and left his own plate on a new post.

1699

William Dampier landed and collected plants.

1772

Louis de Saint Aloüarn claimed possession for France.

1801

Jacques Hamelin landed, transferred Vlamingh’s plate
to a new post on the clifftop and left his own plate and
post in an unknown location.

1818

Louis de Freycinet landed and removed Vlamingh’s plate.

1822

Phillip Parker King landed and marked Hamelin’s post.
Allan Cunningham collected plants.

1858

Henry Mangles Denham marked Hamelin’s post.

1907

William Herbert Shields removed two posts.
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Dirk Hartog
Landed on Dirk Hartog Island in 1616
Dirk Hartog was baptised on 30 October 1580 in Oude Kerk (Old Church),
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, the second son of at least four children of a
seafarer and his wife. Following in his father’s footsteps, Hartog took up sailing
and was married in 1611 to Meijnsje Abels. By the time he was 35 years
old he had become the owner and skipper of a trading vessel, the Dolphyn,
and in January 1616, he joined the United Dutch East India Company
(Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie or VOC) and was given command of
the East Indiaman Eendracht. Charged with sailing her to the VOC’s trading
headquarters in Batavia (Djakarta), Hartog had on board a cargo of 10 moneychests containing about 80,000 pieces-of-eight (reals).[1]
Travelling from the port of Texel (near Amsterdam), by way of the Cape
of Good Hope, Hartog steered east across the Indian Ocean for about 1000
Dutch miles (7400 km), before turning north-east. This was in line with a
new route to the East Indies proposed by Hendrik Brouwer in 1611, so as
to take advantage of the “roaring forties” in the more southerly latitudes. The
only problem with Brouwer’s route was the difficulty of estimating longitude,
which had to be guessed from the speed of the ship and length of time spent
travelling, so as to know when to turn north. Due to this difficulty many of
the early Dutch sailors using the Brouwer route found themselves on the west
coast of an uncharted land.
25 October 1616. Dirk Hartog made landfall at the northern end of what
would become known as Dirk Hartog Island, Western Australia, although
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The inscription on the Hartog plate. Australian National Maritime Museum website. Reflections on a piece of pewter: The
Hartog plate. [3]

A replica of the Hartog plate held at the
WA Shipwrecks Museum, Fremantle. The
original is held in the Rijksmuseum in
Amsterdam.

Hartog apparently thought that the coast was part of a mainland, judging from
the earliest chart made by Hessel Gerritsz [2] in 1618 (see below).
Erection of Hartogs’ post and plate. Wishing to leave some record of his
landing, Hartog instructed the crew to convert one of their pewter dining plates
into a plaque, by hammering it flat and then inscribing it with details of the
visit. The plate was nailed to a timber post and post driven into a rock cleft on
the clifftop at what is now Cape Inscription, on the north-western extremity
of Dirk Hartog Island. An English translation of the inscription on Hartog’s
plate reads:“1616, 25 October, the ship Eendracht arrived here from Amsterdam, with upper
merchant Gillis Mibais of Luik, skipper Dirk Hartog of Amsterdam, under merchant
Jan Stins and upper master Pieter Dooke van Bil. We set sail for Bantam on October
27, 1616.” [4]
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Portion of Chart of the Malay Archipelago and the Dutch discoveries in Australia (1618, 1632) by Hessel
Gerritsz. National Library of Australia online, MAP RM 750.[2] Shown on the map is Dirck Hartogs
Ree (Dirk Hartog Roads) at the entrance to Shark Bay, and the coast of Dirk Hartog Island as part of
the mainland.

The Eendracht then continued her journey northward, Hartog mapping the
western coastline of Australia for another 500 km before heading for Bantam
(the port city west of Batavia), which he reached on 14 December 1616. For
some time thereafter the mainland north of Shark Bay was known as ‘t Landt
van de Eendracht (the Land of the Eendracht), until the name New Holland
came into use.
After Hartog had returned to Amsterdam in 1618, he left the employment
of the VOC, and thereafter skippered the Geluckige Leeu, which was engaged
in private trading between ports in the Baltic Sea.[1]
Dirk Hartog died in 1621 in Amsterdam.

Home

72

Flowers, Posts and Plates of Dirk Hartog Island

Willem de Vlamingh
Visited Dirk Hartog Island in 1697
Willem Hesselsz de Vlamingh was born in 1640 in Vlieland, Holland. In
1688 he joined the Dutch East India Company (VOC) and in 1695 was asked
to mount an expedition to search for a VOC ship that had been lost on its way
to Batavia two years earlier with 325 passengers and crew on board. [5]
There were three ships in the search party—
the frigate Geelvink with de Vlamingh as
captain; the Nijptang under Captain Gerrit
Collaert; and the galiot (a small single masted
galley) Weseltje under the command of Laurens
Theuniszoon Zeeman. However, Zeeman died
during the voyage and Cornelis de Vlamingh,
Willem’s son, took over as skipper of the
Weseltje. [5]
Portrait of a navigator, thought to
be Willem de Vlamingh, painted by
Jan Verkolje and his son Nicolaas, ca.
1690.

December 1696, Swan River. The three
ships reached the west coast of the Great South
Land toward the end of December 1696 and
anchored off an island in latitude 32° S. On going ashore Vlamingh found that
it had large trees, water and inumerable small mammals which he described as
“a kind of rat, the size of a cat”, later identified as quokkas Setonix brachyurus.
Vlamingh named the island ‘t Eylandt ‘t Rottenest’ (i.e. Rat’s Nest Island, now
Rottnest Island). Timber cut from the trees on the island had a sweet smell,
like rosewood and Vlamingh ordered a large quantity to be cut and brought
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Engraving titled Swartle Swaane Drift Op Het Eyland Rottnest [Swans off Rottnest Island]. Australian National
Maritime Museum. Online at https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/228554917?q&versionId=251087337.

on board. The timber was most probably Rottnest Island Pine Callitris preissii.
Noting many fires on the mainland, a party was sent to explore. They found a
considerable river on which were some black swans Cygnus atratus. Accordingly
Vlamingh named it ‘Swaanerivier’ (Swan River). [5]
January 1697, Dirk Hartog Island. The ships continued their journey
travelling northward, reaching Dirk Hartog Island on 30 January 1697. Some
days later Michael Bloem, the upper-steersman (first mate) of the Geelvinck,
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The original Vlamingh plate,[6] and Vlamingh’s
timber post (below), both of which are now
held in the Western Australian Shipwrecks
Museum, Fremantle.

explored for “18 leagues” ,[4, 7] finding that he was on an island, not a peninsula
as had been thought. During his walk, on the “farthest headland on the seaside
of the island”, he found Dirk Hartog’s wooden post “nearly decayed but still
standing upright” and the plate lying near it on the ground (according to both
the Geelvinck and Nyptangh journals). [7, 8]
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Fate of Hartog’s post and plate. Vlamingh took Hartog’s plate into safe
keeping, and on his subsequent arrival in Batavia he presented it to the Council
of the Indies, who in turn sent it to the Directors of the Dutch East India
Company in Holland. [7] It is now held in the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam.
In 2016, for the 400-year anniversary of Dirk Hartog’s landing, the Hartog
plate was sent back to Australia on loan, and was displayed at the WA Maritime
Museum and the National Maritime Museum in Sydney.[9]
So far as I am aware, Vlamingh’s record of a post “nearly decayed but still
standing upright” was the last mention of the Dirk Hartog post in the literature.
Erection of Vlamingh’s post and plate. In order to mark his own visit to
the “land of the Eendracht”, Vlamingh decided to erect a new post and plate.
Because Dirk Hartog’s original post was in such a state of decay, a new post
was made, apparently from a length of Callitris, which the crew must have cut
from woodland at Rottnest Island. A second pewter plate was hammered flat,
inscribed, and nailed to the new post. This substitute plate (Vlamingh’s plate)
contained a copy of Hartog’s original inscription, below which were added
details of Vlamingh’s own voyage.[8]
An English translation of Vlamingh’s additional inscription reads:		
The Ship Geelvinck of Amsterdam arrived here on 4 February 1697,
Commander and Skipper Willem de Vlamingh of Vlieland, Assistant Joannes
Bremer of Copenhagen, First Mate Michel Bloem of Bishopric Bremen; The
Hooker Nyptangh Skipper Gerrit Collaart of Amsterdam, Assistant Theodoris
Heirmans of ditto, First Mate Gerrit Geritsen of Bremen; The Galiot Weseltje
Master Cornelis de Vlamingh of Vlieland, Mate Coert Gerritsen of Bremen;
and from here we sailed with our fleet on the twelfth to further explore the
Southland and are bound for Batavia.[10, 11]
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Vlamingh’s post was erected “on the same spot” [7] as the Hartog post,
presumably in the same crevice in the clifftop. Apparently Hartog’s post was
left in situ.
Vlamingh as plant collector. In 1999, Alex George suggested that Willem
de Vlamingh may have collected plant specimens when he visited Swan River
in 1697. [12] This suggestion was based on plants described by Nicolaas Laurens
Burman in a botanical treatise, Flora Indica,[13] published in 1768. Two of his
newly described species had come from the west coast of Australia. Synaphea
spinulosa (described by Burman as a fern, Polypodium spinulosum, from Java)
occurs only in the south-west of Western Australia; and Acacia truncata (also
described as a fern, Adiantum truncatum from Java) occurs only between Leeman
and Bunbury on the west coast of Australia. The two plants are illustrated in
Burman’s treatise [13] (Tab. 67 and Tab. 66, respectively). Neither of these plants
occurs on Dirk Hartog Island, but both do occur around Perth.
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William Dampier
Collected on Dirk Hartog Island in 1699
William Dampier was born in East Coker, Somerset, England, and was
baptised on 15 September 1651. Orphaned at the age of fourteen, he nevertheless
received a good education, which included instruction in latin, before being
apprenticed to a ship builder. At eighteen years old he went to sea on a trading
vessel visiting France, Newfoundland and Java, and thereafter continued to
lead an adventurous life at sea, enlisting in
the Royal Navy and taking part in the battle
of Texel against the Dutch in 1673; sailing
to Jamaica where he worked on a sugar
plantation; sailing around the Caribbean,
trading in timber; and privateering against
Spanish ships before returning to England
in 1678.[12]
In his early thirties Dampier joined the
ship Revenge under Captain John Cook,
and sailed to Africa where they captured a
Danish slave ship; and in 1685 joined the
Cygnet under Captain Swan, sailing across the Pacific to Guam, then to the
Philippines and the Celebes. Still on the Cygnet, this time under Captain John
Reed (or Read), Dampier visited China and Thailand. [12]
15-16 January 1688. King Sound. It was during his time on the Cygnet
with Captain Reed, that William Dampier found himself on the west coast of
New Holland in early January 1688. The ship made landfall somewhere north
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Excerpt from Dampier’s map of his 1688 voyage, published in A New Voyage Round the World (1697)
(foldout map at front of book), online at https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/231761#page/11/
mode/1up.

of Broome—Dampier gives the latitude as 16° 50' S.[Dampier 1697] Then, sailing
north-east around the tip of Dampier Peninsula, the Cygnet anchored in King
Sound on 15 or 16 January.[12]
The Cygnet was careened in “a small sandy cove” thought to have been just
south-west of Swan Point.[12] Here the crew cleaned the ship’s bottom and
repaired some of the sails, and explored the land. Dampier described details of
the Aboriginal inhabitants and the natural history of the peninsula. He wrote
“New Holland is a very large tract of land. It is not yet determined whether it is an
island or a main Continent; but I am certain that it joyns neither to Asia, Africa,
nor America.” [14]
“Most of the trees that we saw are of Dragon Trees, as we supposed, and these
too are the largest trees of any there. ... the rind is blackish and somewhat rough. The
leaves are of a dark colour; the gum distils out of the knots or cracks that are in the
bodies of the trees. We compared it with some Gum Dragon, or Dragon’s Blood, that
was aboard; and it was of the same colour and taste.” [14]
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These are thought to have been Eucalyptus dampieri,[12] now known as
Dampier’s Bloodwood Corymbia greeniana,[15] the most dominant tree in the
Kimberley.
Captain Reed and his crew remained at Dampier Peninsula for more than
two months, finally setting sail for the Cocos Islands on 12 March 1688.
However, the weather prevented them doing as they had intended, so their next
port of call was the Nicobar Islands (north-east of Sri Lanka) where Dampier
left the ship. After several more adventures, Dampier returned to England in
September 1691 on the English ship Defence under Captain Heath.
Following successful publication of his book A New Voyage Round the World
in 1697, Dampier became a “celebrity mariner”.[16] He was introduced to the
first lord of the Admiralty, Lord Orford, who was so impressed with the man
and his book that, in 1698, Dampier was commissioned as a captain in the
Royal Navy and ordered to sail the barque HMS Roebuck on a new expedition
to New Holland.[17] The ship carried 12 guns, 50 men and boys and 20 months
worth of provisions.
In January 1699, sailing by way of Bahia (in Brazil), then travelling south of
Tristan de Cunha, then eastward, by-passing the Cape of Good Hope, Dampier
reached the west coast of New Holland on 10 August 1699 (given as 1 August
1699 by Dampier who was using the Julian calendar [12]).
Dampier’s first sight of land was of “some red and some white clifts [cliffs]”,[17]
i.e. the Zuytdorp Cliffs, a 150 km stretch of coastline between the mouth of
the Murchison River and Steep Point, the most westerly point on mainland
Australia. Further north “we saw an opening, and ran in, hoping to find a harbour
there: but when we came to its mouth, which was about two leagues wide, we saw
rocks and foul ground within, and therefore stood out again.”[17]
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Excerpt from Dampier’s map of his 1699 voyage, published in A Voyage to New Holland etc.. (1703)
(map foldout at front of book), online at https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/203199#page/11/
mode/1up.

Excerpt from Dampier’s map of his 1688 voyage, published in A Voyage to New Holland etc.. (1703), page
116b, online at https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/231761#page/11/mode/1up.
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The Roebuck was now standing off South Passage (i.e. the narrow strait at
the southern end of Dirk Hartog Island).
As he charted the coastline, Dampier continually took soundings to ascertain
the depth of water. Soundings were taken using a lead and line, with a wad of
tallow pressed into the base of the lead, so that the composition of the sea floor
could also be determined. Dampier recorded that at this point “the lead brings
up very different sorts of sand, some course [sic], some fine; and of several colours, as
yellow, white, grey, brown, bluish and reddish.” [17]

South passage viewed from the north-east, September 2019

As bad weather set in, Dampier sailed further out to sea, continuing a
northward course, until, on the morning of 16 August 1699, “we saw an opening
in the land, and we ran into it and anchored in seven and a half fathom-water, 2
miles from shore, clean sand. It was somewhat difficult getting in here, by reason of
many shoals [submerged banks or bars] we met with: but I sent my boat sounding
before me. The mouth of this sound, which I call’d Shark’s Bay lies in about 25 deg. S
lat. and our reckoning made its longitude from the C. of Good Hope to be about 87
degrees...”. [17]
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16 August 1699. Dirk Hartog Island. “As soon as I came to anchor in this
bay.... I sent my boat ashore to seek for fresh water: but in the evening my men
returned having found none.” [17] Dampier’s men had gone ashore on the eastern
side of Dirk Hartog Island, one or two kilometres SSW of Cape Levillain, at
what is now called Dampier Landing (25° 30' 42" S, 113° 00' 45" E).
“The next morning I went ashore myself, carrying pick-axes and shovels with me,
to dig for water; and axes to cut wood. We tried in several places for water, but finding
none after several trials, nor in several miles compass, we left any farther search for
it, and spending the rest of the day in cutting wood, we went aboard at night.” [17]
The Roebuck remained at anchor off Dampier Landing for the next 5 days,
during which time Dampier and the crew made a thorough exploration of the
island, apparently still under the impression that it was a peninsula. Dampier
made a considerable collection of plants and noted a few birds—“not but eagles
of the larger sorts of birds, but 5 or 6 sorts of small birds; some no bigger than wrens,
all singing; we saw some of their nests with young ones in them.” “The land animals
we saw here were only a sort of racoons, different from those of the West Indies,
chiefly as to their legs; for these have very short fore legs; but go jumping upon them
as the others do; and like them are very good meat.” [17] According to Burbidge and
George [18] these would have been Banded Hare-wallabies Lagostrophus fasciatus,
which over the following 300 years became extinct on the island. However, in
2017, the re-introduction of these animals was begun as part of the “Return to
1616” program now being carried out by the Parks and Wildlife Service of the
Western Australian Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions.
They also found “a sort of guano’s, of the same shape and size as other guano’s
describ’d ...but differing from them in three remarkable particulars: for these had a
larger and uglier head; and had no tail: and at the rump, instead of the tail there,
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they had a stump of a tail; which appear’d like another head; but not really such,
being without mouth or eyes: yet this creature seem’d by this means to have a head at
each end; and, which may be reckoned a fourth difference, the legs also seem’d all four
of them to be fore-legs, being all alike in shape and length, and seeming by the joints
and bending to be made as if they were to go indifferently head or tail fore-most.
They were speckled black and yellow like toads, and had scales or knobs on their backs
like those of crocodiles, plated onto the skin, or stuck into it, as part of the skin. They
are very slow in motion, and when a man comes nigh them they will stand still and
hiss, not endeavouring to get away... I did never see such ugly creatures any where
but here”.[17]
The word guano is an early word for goanna—but what Dampier saw was
a Bobtail Lizard Tiliqua rugosa. These are still present on the island.
“The sea-fish that we saw here ... are chiefly sharks. There are abundance of them
in this particular sound, that I therefore gave it the name of Shark’s Bay”.[17]
Thereafter Dampier explored further around Shark Bay and some of his
crew landed on Bernier Island but they still could find no water.
On 24 August 1699 the Roebuck continued its journey travelling northward
along the coast to their next anchorage at North West Cape.
It would seem that, while exploring Dirk Hartog Island over the five days
they were there, Dampier had failed to notice Willem de Vlamingh’s post and
plate, that had been erected only two years previously on the clifftop at Cape
Inscription. We know that the post and plate must have been in situ, as they
were still intact 102 years later, when the 1801 Baudin expedition visited the
island—but perhaps Dampier was not aware of the activities of either Hartog
or Vlamingh, as there is no indication in either his journals or maps that he
was, although he knew the landmass as New Holland.
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Dampier as plant collector. During the time he spent on the island, Dampier
made the first ever plant collecion from this part of the world—specimens that
are still held at Oxford University, England to this day. In his book William
Dampier in New Holland,[12] Alex George has given a most comprehensive,
illustrated account of Dampier’s specimens, and compared them to what he
himself found on Dirk Hartog Island in August 1998, during similar seasonal
conditions to those experienced by Dampier.
Apparently, on return to England, Dampier’s plant collection was presented
to Thomas Woodward, Professor of Physics at Gresham College, London,
who in turn passed some to John Ray, a famous naturalist, who had published
important works on botany, zoology and natural theology. Ray described nine
of Dampier’s Australian plants in his Historiae Plantarum.[19] Other specimens
in Dampier’s collection were passed on to Leonard Plukenet, a botanist and
Royal Professor of Botany to Queen Mary II. Plukenet (1705) described and
illustrated at least seven of Dampier’s Australian plants in his Amaltheum
Botanicum.[20]
Flowering plants that were collected by William Dampier, most probably
on Dirk Hartog Island, and were illustrated by Dampier in his Voyage to New
Holland, [17] and were described by Ray in his Historia Plantarum, [19] include:Tab. 2 fig. 3 – Hannafordia quadrivalvis
			 fig. 4 – Solanum orbiculatum
Tab. 3 fig. 1 – Conostylis stylidioides
fig. 2 – Sida calyxhymenia
fig. 3 – Diplolaena grandiflora
fig. 4 – Beaufortia sprengelioides
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Flowering plants that were collected by William Dampier, most probably
on Dirk Hartog Island, and were described and illustrated by Plukenet (1705)
in his Amaltheum Botanicum [20] include:Plate 441. fig. 5 – Ptilotus villosiflorus
Plate 450. fig. 7 – Acacia ligulata
			
fig. 10 – Roebuckiella cheilocarpa
Plate 451. fig. 4 – Thryptomene dampieri
				fig. 9 – Acanthocarpus preissii [21]
Plate 452. fig.4 – Dampiera incana
Plate 454. fig.6 – Trachymene elachocarpa
Other flowering plants collected by William Dampier probably on Dirk
Hartog Island [12] include:			 Acacia coriacea
			 Calandrinia polyandra			
			 Frankenia pauciflora
			 Lotus australis
			Melaleuca cardiophylla
			Myoporum insulare
			 Pittosporum phillyreoides
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Louis Francois Marie Aleno de Saint Aloüarn
Visited Dirk Hartog Island in 1772
Louis Aloüarn was born in Brittany in 1738, of an aristocratic family. His
father had served in the French Navy, and Louis, in turn, followed in his father’s
footsteps, joining the navy as a cadet in 1754.
In 1771, a friend and colleague, Ives-Joseph de Kerguélen de Trémarec,
was given permission to mount an expedition to Gonneville Land with a view
to claiming new French territories in that part of the world. At the time, the
French believed that there was a large landmass in the southern oceans called
Gonneville Land—which was quite distinct from the land then known as New
Holland.
Kerguelen was given the flute Fortune, and chose as his second-in-command
Louis Aloüarn, by then a naval lieutenant, to captain the storeship Gros Ventre.
The two ships sailed from Iles de France on 30 April 1771, travelling southsouth-east into the southern Indian Ocean. Kerguélen’s instructions were to
discover the Terres Australes (Gonneville Land) if possible; examine the resources
of the country and establish friendly relations with the inhabitants; and then
to sail to New Holland; and finally return to France via South America.[22]
However, not everything went to plan. On 13 February 1772, land was
sighted, and as the Fortune was somewhat damaged, Kerguélen decided that
Aloüarn in the Gros Ventre should attempt to make landfall, explore the bays
that he could discern through the telescope, and seek a sheltered anchorage.
Meanwhile, he, in the Fortune tacked back and forth offshore in heavy seas,
thick fog and snow. Four days later, on 17 February 1772, Kerguélen decided
that, because of the thick fog, it would be impossible to re-locate the Gros
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Ventre, and so he set off back to Ile de France to report his discovery of the
Terres Australes, thereby abandoning the Gros Ventre, her crew and his friend,
Louis Aloüarn, to their fate. As it happened, the supposed Terres Australes
turned out to be the Kerguelen Islands, later named as such by Captain James
Cook in 1776.[22]
Meanwhile, Louis Aloüarn in the Gros Ventre, having examined the
south-west coast of main island, Grande Terre, having searched for the Fortune
for some time, and having fired guns and sent up rockets to try to attract their
attention, finally proceeded on his journey, thinking that Kerguélen must have
gone on to New Holland without him. He hoped to rendezvous with the
Fortune at “Lewin’s Land” (i.e. Cape Leeuwin), as had been arranged previously.
However when he reached the south-west corner of New Holland on 17 March
1772, the Fortune was nowhere to be found, and so Aloüarn continued on,
sailing northward, as had been agreed.[22, 23]
By 28 March 1772, the Gros Ventre was abreast of Dirk Hartog Island, and
two days later Aloüarn sent a party of men ashore at Turtle Bay (about 2.5 km
south-east of Cape Inscription) to claim possession. Having walked inland
for about 12 kilometres, the men returned to the cliff-top and took formal
possession of the land for France by raising a flag, firing a volley of rifle shots,
and burying a document in bottle at the base of a small shrub, together with two
six-livre coins. [22] Like Dampier before them, the party seems to have missed
seeing the de Vlamingh post and plate on the clifftop to the north-west.
During the following week the Gros Ventre made a detailed survey of Shark
Bay, during the course of which she lost two anchors. They also lost a crew
member who died of scurvy and was buried on either Dorré or Bernier Island.
[23]
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Aloüarn then headed for Timor where he stayed for two months, as many of
the crew were sick with scurvy. The next port of call was Batavia, although several
more of the men died before reaching it. Then, in the notoriously unsanitary
conditions of the Dutch colony, Aloüarn himself became ill. In all, 30 men
were lost before the Gros Ventre finally reached Ile de France on 5 September
1772, where Aloüarn must have been astonished, ill though he was, to learn
that Kerguélen had returned to Ile de France six months before—a mere 60
days after their departure.
Louis de Saint Aloüarn died at Port Louis on 27 October 1772. There is
no evidence that he had collected any plant specimens during his exploration.
Fate of Aloüarn’s Coins. In January 1998, a team of researchers including
French historian M. Philippe Godard, Max Cramer, Kim Cramer, John
Eckersley, Tom Brady and Chris Shine, discovered a 1766 French écu (i.e. silver
crown, value 6 livres, 41 mm diameter) at a site on the clifftop overlooking
Turtle Bay, at the northern end of Dirk Hartog Island.
The silver coin was encased in a lead capsule. This discovery prompted the
Western Australian Museum to send an expedition to the site in March 1998
to dig for further artefacts.
On 1 April 1998 archaeologist Bob Sheppard, prospector Bob Creasy
and curator of maritime archaeology at the Western Australian Museum, Dr
Michael McCarthy discovered an intact bottle with a lead seal similar that
found by the original search team in January 1998.[24]
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The Aloüarn bottle and the cap containing the coin. Images courtesy of the Western Australian Museum,
online at http://museum.wa.gov.au/research/research-areas/maritime-archaeology/batavia-capeinscription/cape-inscription/de-saint-alouarn.

The bottle was carefully excavated by archaeologist Rodney Harrison. The
flower pot shape of the bottle showed that it had probably been made in France
in the mid 18th century. Again, the lead seal contained a French écu, this one
dated 1767. However the bottle did not contain the annexation document.[25]
One must assume that the first coin found encased in lead was actually the
seal from a bottle similar to that discovered intact, and that the missing bottle
had been broken at some time in the past and the document inside it destroyed.

Home

90

Flowers, Posts and Plates of Dirk Hartog Island

Jacques Félix Emmanuel Hamelin
Visited Dirk Hartog Island in 1801
Jacques Hamelin was born in Honfleur, France on 13 October 1768. At
seventeen years of age he began a sea-faring career as a merchant marine.
Conscripted to the navy in 1792, he was made a quartermaster aboard the
vessel Entreprenant. Then followed several postings as a midshipman in 1793,
lieutenant in 1795, and commander in 1796. [26]
In 1800, Hamelin was appointed second-in-command of a scientific
expedition to explore the South Seas. In overall command was Captain Nicolas
Baudin on the ship Géographe, with Hamelin in charge of the Naturaliste. The
two ships set sail from Le Havre on 19 October 1800 but did not reach Cape
Leeuwin (south-west corner of Western Australia) until May 1801. The long
delay was due to some mix-up with instructions and problems encountered
at Isle de France. Initially the two ships were to travel northward from Cape
Leeuwin, charting the western coastline as they went, and collecting natural
history specimens. However, due to stormy weather and to the differing
capabilities of the two ships, they soon lost contact, with the slower Naturaliste
unable to keep pace with the Géographe.
Thus, Nicolas Baudin in the Géographe reached Shark Bay on 27 June 1801
and spent the next fortnight exploring Dorré and Bernier Islands and collecting
plants, animals, invertebrates and shells. However, he did not land on Dirk
Hartog Island and left Shark Bay on 12 July without sighting the Naturaliste.
He left, on the northernmost tip of Bernier Island, a “note in a bottle”, so that
Hamelin would know that he had carried out the required observations at
Shark Bay.[27] But his note was at the northern entrance to the bay—not the
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southern entrance, which might have been more practical, when Hamelin was
travelling behind him.
Five days later, on 17 July 1801, the Naturaliste anchored off Dirk Hartog
Island. On going ashore the sailors could find no sign that Baudin had been
there before them and so Jacques Hamelin decided to wait for as long as possible
to allow time for the Géographe to catch up. Meanwhile he ordered a party of
three men set up signal fires on the highest point on the clifftop in case the
Géographe should appear at the (southern) entrance to Shark Bay.[28] In doing so,
the men found a rotting post wedged into a crevice on the clifftop; and nearby
a flattened pewter plate half buried in the sand. The boat’s coxswain took the
plate back to the Naturaliste and presented it to his captain[28] . Jacques Hamelin
felt that the plate should be nailed back in its original position, although Louis
de Freycinet, one of Hamelin’s officers, apparently disagreed, suggesting that it
should be carried back to France as a trophy of the expedition.

Hamelin’s replacement post to which Vlamingh’s plate and Dutch flag were attached, now held in the
Western Australian Shipwrecks Museum, Fremantle.
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Erection of Hamelin’s replacement post. Nevertheless, Jacques Hamelin
took a copy of the wording on the plate and ordered that it should be returned
to its original position. A new post was made, Vlamingh’s plate attached, and
a Dutch flag also attached. The post, plate and flag were then erected in the
same crevice on the clifftop where the original post and plate had been found.
[28]
This means that there were now possibly three posts in the crevice on the
clifftop—Hartog’s broken down stump, Vlamingh’s decayed post and Hamelin’s
replacement post.
Erection of Hamelin’s own post and plate. As a record of their own visit,
Hamelin had another post made from a studding-sail boom, to which was
attached a plate inscribed with the words:
“Republique Française
Expédition de Découvertes
sous les orders de Capitaine de Vaisseau Baudin
La Corvette Le Naturaliste Capitaine Hamelin
Le 27 messidor an 9
(16 July 1801)”[4]
The lead plate was hammered with copper nails onto a post covered with
black paint, and the post and plate erected “in the most visible position possible”
[4, 29]
“on the north-east part of the island” .[4, 28]
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Louis Claude Desaulses de Freycinet
Visited Dirk Hartog Island in 1818
Louis Claude Desaulses de Freycinet was born in Montélimar, France on 7
August 1779. He joined the French Navy in 1793 at 14 years of age.
As cartographer-surveyor, he joined Nicolas Baudin’s expedition to the south
seas in 1800, sailing in the Naturaliste under Captain Jacques Hamelin. In
mid-1802, with both ships Géographe and Naturaliste at Port Jackson, Baudin
ordered Hamelin to sail the Naturaliste back to France with all of the expedition
specimens. Then, so as not to leave himself without an escort ship for the
rest of his exploration, Baudin purchased from Governor Philip Gidley King
the 20-ton Australian built schooner Casuarina and put Louis Freycinet in
command of her.[30]
On 18 November 1802 the two ships
resumed their exploration, continuing
along the south coast of Australia via
Tasmania, and then back up the west
coast before setting sail for France. On
the way, Baudin died in Mauritius on
16 September 1803, while de Freycinet
did not reach France until 25 March 1804.
Freycinet had been on board the Naturaliste
when she put in to Shark Bay in July 1801 and so
was well aware of the presence of Vlamingh’s plate, nailed to Jacques Hamelin’s
replacement post and returned to the clifftop on Dirk Hartog Island. [30]
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By 1817, Louis de Freycinet had risen to the rank of captain, and was
given command of a new scientific expedition to the south seas, this time in
the Uranie. Freycinet was to circumnavigate the globe and conduct research
into the shape of the earth, meteorology and terrestrial magnetism. He sailed
from Toulon on 17 September 1817 with, incidentally, his wife Rose aboard
travelling incognito in men’s clothing. Apparently she changed into her normal
attire after the ship had left Gibralter. Freycinet arrived at Shark Bay on 12
September 1818. [30]
Fate of Vlamingh’s plate. A party consisting of Theodore Fabré, Jean René
Quoy, PJR Ferrand, and Adrien Taunay were sent to Dirk Hartog Island to
“establish the exact position of several places ... and to remove the lead plaque left by
the first Dutchmen who went ashore on the island.”[31] They were also to study the
island’s natural history, carry out astronomical observations and draw some of
the features of the island. [31]
The ship’s party found Hamelin’s replacement post, with Vlamingh’s plate
attached, “fallen over in the sand” according to Freycinet,[4, 7, 32] who had Vlamingh’s
plate removed from its post and taken into safe keeping, as he disagreed with
his former commander’s decision to leave the plate in situ.
In 1821,Vlamingh’s plate was eventually presented to the Royal Academy of
Inscriptions and Elegant Literature in Paris, where it remained for 120 years,
largely forgotten. Then in 1940, it was rediscovered by a librarian and brought to
the attention of the Australian government who made strenuous efforts to have
it returned to Australia. On 18 May 1947 the French Government presented
Vlamingh’s plate to the people of Australia. It is now housed in the Shipwrecks
Museum at Fremantle.[10]
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In none of the journals of the Freycinet expedition was any mention made
of the new post and plate left there by Jacques Hamelin in 1801.
While at Shark Bay in September 1818, botanist Charles GaudichaudBeaupré collected around 25 species of flowering plants.[33]
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Phillip Parker King
Visited Dirk Hartog Island in 1822
Phillip Parker King was born on 13 December 1791 at Norfolk Island,
at a time when his father Philip Gidley King was a newly-married, recently
appointed lieutenant-governor of Norfolk Island. Young Phillip and his parents
returned to England in 1796, and so when his
father returned to Australia in 1799 to become
governor of New South Wales, Phillip, at just
8 years of age was left under the tuition of
Rev. S. Burford in Essex. Joining the Royal
Navy in 1807, King gradually rose in rank to
midshipman, master’s mate and lieutenant. [34]
According to family tradition, a friend of
the family, Matthew Flinders, interested him
in surveying. Whatever the case, in 1817 the
British government appointed King to survey
“that part of the coast of New Holland … not
surveyed or examined by the late Captain Flinders.” Before leaving he married
Harriet Lethbridge, of Launceston, Cornwall. [34]
Phillip and Harriet arrived at Port Jackson, via Rio de Janeiro, in September
1817 in the hired transport Dick which was conveying the 48th regiment from
Cork to New South Wales. On arrival King was provided with the cutter
Mermaid and a crew of nineteen, including master’s mate John Septimus Roe,
who had travelled to Australia with the Kings on the Dick, botanist Allan
Cunningham, who was fresh from an inland expedition to the Lachlan and
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Macquarie Rivers with John Oxley, and the Aboriginal Bungaree, who had
previously sailed with Matthew Flinders in 1801 and 1803 in the Investigator.
[34]

By January 1822, King was surveying the west coast of Australia. On 21
January 1822, when rounding the northern end of Dirk Hartog Island, “two
posts were descried upon its summit, which we conjectured to be those on which the
French had affixed a record of their visit, as well as the more ancient one of the Dutch
navigators, Dirk Hartog and Vlaming; for they were very conspicuously placed and
appeared to be in good preservation.”[35]
“The following morning we landed at the Cape and with eager steps ascended
the rocky face of the hill to examine the interesting memorials that were affixed to
the post; but found to our great mortification that they had been removed; the only
vestige that remained was the nails by which they had been secured.[35]
One of the posts was about two feet high and evidently made of the wood of the
callitris, that grows upon Rottnest Island; it appeared to have been broken down; the
other was still erect and seemed to have been either the heel of a ship’s royal-mast or
part of a studding-sail boom; upon one side of it a flag had been fastened by nails.[35]
A careful search was made all round but, as no signs of the Dutch plate or of
the more recent French inscription were seen, it was conjectured that they had been
removed by the natives; but since our return to England I have learnt that they are
preserved in the Museum of the Institute at Paris, where they had been deposited by
M. De Freycinet upon his return from his late voyage round the world. After this
disappointment we returned to the sea-beach, whilst Mr. Cunningham botanised
along the summit of the ridge...”[35]
From the above it would seem that, after his return to England, Phillip
Parker King discovered that both the Vlamingh plate and the Hamelin plate
had been returned to France by Louis de Freycinet.
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Allan Cunningham added that “one of the staffs was of fir seemingly part of
a top-gallant mast, the other appearing to be of the Callitris of Rottnest and was
probably erected by Captain Freycinet of l’Uranie in 1818. The fir post was probably
that to which Baudin had in 1801 again fixed the original platter.” Note that
current opinion regarding the “Callitris” post is that it was erected by Willem
de Vlamingh,[11] and that the “fir” post was erected by Hamelin.
On 24 January 1822, Roe went to Cape Inscription to “fix on the post a
memorial of our visit; an inscription was carved upon a small piece of wood in the
back of which was deposited another memorandum written upon vellum; the wood
was of the size of the sheave-hole of the larger post, into which it was fixed, and near
it Mr. Roe piled up a heap of stones.”[35]
According to Allan Cunningham, [4] the memorandum on the vellum read:“Anno domini 1822. On examining the posts erected by the French in 1801 (to one of
which this is attached) no remains of any inscription nor of Dirk Hartog’s plate were
found. The Bathurst commanded by Lieut. King empl’d in surveying the West and
N. West coasts of new Holland spent a week at anchor in these roads and procured
an abundance of turtles on the beaches. Phillip P. King 25 Jan 1822.” [4]
Fate of Hamelin’s own post and plate. Before fixing their own memorandum
to Hamelin’s replacement post, John Septimus Roe and Allan Cunningham
had searched in vain for Hamelin’s own post and plate, unaware that Louis de
Freycinet may have taken both plates to France with him.
On 24 January 1822 Cunningham wrote “Accompanied by Mr. Roe and my
friend Bundle I proposed an excursion from the summit of the cliffs across the desert
plain to the N. eastern part of the island, distant about 4 miles, where in some
conspicuous elevation above the sea Capt. Hamelin of the Naturaliste had erected
some token of that French ship’s visit to the island in ... The discovery of this French
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staff was more particularly the object of Mr. Roe, and as there appear’d considerable
brushes upon the undulated grounds at the extremity of the island, the walk altho’
exceedingly labourious was not wanting in attractive interest to both of us ... we
however saw not the least sign or vestige of staffs on or about the several rising sandy
ridges in the vicinity.” [36]
Hamelin’s own post and plate have never been found, either on Dirk Hartog
Island, or in a French museum collection. However the fact that King believed
that Hamelin’s plate had been returned to France surely warrants credence,
especially as it is the only record in the literature as to what might have happened
to the plate.
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Henry Mangles Denham
Visited Dirk Hartog Island in 1858
Henry Mangles Denham was born on 28 August 1800, the son of Nathaniel
Denham of Sherborne, England. [37] He joined the Royal Navy in 1809 at the
tender age of 8 or 9 years. Thereafter rising in the ranks, be became a lieutenant
by 1817 and was in command of his own ship Linnet by 1827, carrying out
survey work at the entrance to the River Mersey. [37]
In 1852 Denham was appointed
captain of HMS Herald and ordered to
carry out major survey work in Australia,
New Caledonia and other parts of the
Southwest Pacific.
For a decade, the Herald surveyed and
charted hazardous areas in the south-west
Pacific and along the Australian coastline.
Some of the Denham’s comprehensive
charts are still in use today. During
this voyage, natural history specimens
were gathered by botanist William
Grant Milne and ornithologist John
MacGillivray and many drawings and
paintings were done by the expedition artist and draughtsman, James Glen
Wilson.
In January 1858 the Herald arrived at King George Sound, to the delight of
the inhabitants of Albany. As there had been some criticism of the suitability of
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Princess Royal Harbour mail steamers, Denham obligingly carried out survey
to establish whether the harbour was deep enough for these ships—which it
was.[37]
By March 1858 the Herald had reached Shark Bay to carry out a hydrographic
survey of its waters. Anchored off Cape Levillain, Denham sent a party of 14
men ashore at Turtle Bay. According to David [37] the party found the post with
the inscription “KING 1822” but there was no mention in Denham’s journal, [37]
of King’s memorandum or of Vlamingh’s post which was certainly still there at
the time. To mark his own visit to the area Denham maintained that he added
the words “HERALD 1858” to Hamelin’s replacement post, although this
inscription is not discernable on the post today, at least with the naked eye. [37]
Plants collected by William Milne. In 1858 when he collected at Dirk
Hartog Island, William Milne was about 29 years old. He had been a gardener
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh before being appointed as botanical
collector to the Herald in March 1852, with his salary to be paid in part by the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and in part by the Admiralty.
Milne’s would have been the first plants to be collected on Dirk Hartog
Island since those of Allan Cunningham in 1822. Apparently Kew Gardens was
dissatisfied with the amount of material Milne was sending back to England and
his appointment was terminated in August 1858; nevertheless his collections
from the island can still be viewed at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and
appear to be quite numerous considering the arid nature of the island and the
fact that Milne was there in autumn.
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William Herbert Shields
Visited Dirk Hartog Island in 1907
Fate of Vlamingh’s post and Hamelin’s replacement post. In 1907 it was
proposed that a lighthouse be built at Cape Inscription and there were fears that
the remaining evidence of Dutch and French visitations (i.e. the posts) might
be destroyed in the process.[7] Therefore a survey was made of the inscription
site noting the position of the posts at that time (see drawing below). After
much discussion, William Shields of the “lighthouse site selection party” of
the Public Works Department removed the posts and took them to Perth on

1907 photograph of the Hamelin replacement post in situ with Roe’s broken down cairn of stones behind
it. Western Mail, 22 June 1907, p27. Online at https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/3392205.
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the steamer Bullarra, destined for the Western Australian Museum.[38]
An account from Shields in the West Australian of 14 June 1907, noted that
one post “of which only 2ft was visible above the ground, was sunk 5ft below the
surface, and evidently had been a ship’s spar, the wood being Baltic pine.” The other
post “was also about 7ft in length and, presumably, had done duty as a top-gallant
mast-head, having a mortice on one end.”[39]
According to a drawing of the Inscription Site, completed prior to removal
of the posts, the Vlamingh post was in the eastern end of the crevice, and

Part of drawing of the inscription site at Cape Inscription made in 1907. Dirk Hartog Island - maps. State
Records Office, Perth. Western Australian Museum. Consignment 3423, Item 115.
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Hamelin’s replacement post in the western end. There was also a broken down
cairn of stones, presumably that erected by John Septimus Roe when he had
finished inserting the memorandum in Hamelin’s replacement post.
There were also a large number of nails in Hamelin’s post, the significance
of which was not realised until the post was lain horizontally on its side, when
it became clear that the nails spelled out the word “KING” and beneath it
“1822”. Apparently, when John Septimus Roe had returned to Cape Inscription
to fasten King’s memorandum to the post, he had taken the ship’s carpenter,
Joseph Hanna, with him.[4] It was perhaps Hanna who had hammered in the
nails to permanently record King’s visit and who had carved the name “Roe”
next to the small round axle-hole at the top end of the post (see drawing in
Gibbs and Duncan, 2015).[40]
Vlamingh’s original post and Hamelin’s replacement post [38] are now both
on display at the Western Australian Shipwrecks Museum in Fremantle. The
memorial inserted by Roe into the sheave hole in Hamelin’s replacement post
has never been found.

Hamelin’s replacement post (top) and Vlamingh’s post (bottom) in the Western Australian Shipwrecks
Museum, Fremantle.
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